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Share a Recipe!

Vegetable Soup — Irish
www.allrecipes.com
3 large potatoes - peeled and cubed
1 turnip, peeled and diced
1/2 onion, chopped
salt and pepper to taste

- 3 carrots, chopped

- 1 parsnip, peeled and diced

- 1 leek, sliced

- 1/4 cup dry potato flakes (optional)
- 1 cup water, or as needed

Place the carrots, potatoes, parsnip, turnip, leek and onion into alarge saucepan. Fill with
- enough water to cover. Bring to aboil and cook until the vegetables are tender. Drain off
- water and puree vegetables in ablender or using astick blender.

Return the puree to the saucepan and stir in water to reach your desired thickness. Hesat to a
- simmer and season with salt and pepper. Serve and enjoy.
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Sweetheart’s Dinner a Huge Success
Thanks to everyone for their contribution in making our Sweetheart Dinner awonderful time
of fellowship. Thanks to Bobby for grilling steaks and chicken, the food was delicious. We
appreciate everyone who provided something. The temperature was comfortable because

———————John C., Amanda and Jermie provided space heaters. The men have started a new tradition

here at FCC. We are looking forward to next February!

Making Plans for the March Fellowship
We are planning a spaghetti dinner for Sunday, March 30 following Morning Worship. We
need volunteers to bring spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, breadsticks, salads, desserts and drinks.
A sign up sheet is available on the table in the Narthex. Please mark your caendars and join
us for agood time of fellowship and food.

Why Palm Sunday?
(1) Palm branches are mentioned in only one of the four Gospels (see
! John 12:12-15). So why do we call the first day of Holy Week
=

? ' un@) Palm Sunday? During Jesus’ time, Rome was the world’s leading
power. Whenever the Romans were victorious in battle, citizens

traditionally threw palm branches in the returning heroes’ path. This was the accepted
custom of reception. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, it was appropriate that he receive a

hero’s welcome. One week later, he would be victorious over death. Join us for Worship at
10:45 a.m. on Pam Sunday, March 23.



Pastoral Word

“The Word That Delivers Hope!”
Of al the words in the English language, there is one that rises above them al. As we
continue through the season of Lent and approach the time of Holy Week leading to the
eventua betrayal, arrest, crucifixion and burial of Jesus, we must never lose thisword! It isa
word that provides the world everything it needs. It is a word that offers hope! It is a word
that is found in this affirmation, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not
here, but has risen.” (Luke 24:5b)

Did you seeit? It is the word, “NOT”"! These three letters form one of the most hopeful and
encouraging words ever spoken. When the angel said, “He is not here...”, he spoke the word
that can erase all our fears. Because Jesus is not in the grave, we are able to have a new
understanding of death. Death no longer has the final say in our life, but becomes a passage
that leads to eternity in Heaven. Because Jesus is not in the grave, we have the power that
raised Him at work in us! (Ephesians 1:17-20) Because Jesus is not in the grave, we have
hope for today and a future filled with potential to be everything God intends for us. As we
celebrate Easter this year, let us never forget the word that offers you and me al we have

'7’

ever dreamed. We are now people of hope...because “He is not here but has risen!
Celebrating With You the Hope That Is Ours,

I—loly \/\/eel< Ca lercdar
The Maundy Thursday Service will be held at First Baptist at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 20.
The Good Friday service will be at First United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. on Friday,
March 21. Easter Sunrise service will be at the Presbyterian Church beginning at 7 am.
with breakfast to follow. Please make plans to attend these special services focusing on the
love, sacrifice and resurrection of our Lord Jesus.

Christian Symbols
Nails symbolize Jesus’ passion and suffering because they were used at his Crucifixion.
They are often depicted in groups of three because two nails were used to secure Jesus’
hands, and a third was used to secure his feet. Three nails are also used to identify Jesus asa
member of the Holy Trinity.

Upcoming Board Meeting
The next scheduled meeting of our Administrative Board will be March 2 following the
Morning Worship service. We continue to pray for the leadership of our congregation. As
2008 continues, let us work together in making this one of the best in the history of our
Church!

Our Christian Stewardship for February

February 3: 17 $412.00
February 10: 15 $250.10
February 17: 20 $233.00
February 24: 12 $211.00
Did You Know?

» AmandaBarnett will be baptized on Easter Sunday.

» Alex Clark’s birthday is March 23.

» Harry B. Otte’s birthday is March 25.

» Alex Clark made the grill that was used for the Sweetheart’s Dinner. Good job Alex!

2008 Easter Special Offering To Be Received
Contributions to the 2008 Easter offering will benefit many ministries including Disciples
Hurricane Recovery Initiative, Disciples Women’s Ministries, Disciples Care for Children,
the Student Ecumenical Partnership, Globa Ministries, web and internet ministries,
Ministerial Relief and Assistance, and many more. We at FCC will receive the 2008 Easter
Special Offering on Easter Sunday.

Good St. Patrick

On March 17, many churches, especially those with a large Irish

population, will celebrate the life of St. Patrick. He grew up in a

Christian home in Britain, but wasn’t very religious until a major

event changed his life. As a teen, he was captured and sold into

slavery in Ireland, but esceped to Gaul (France) after six years. The

years of enslavement strengthened his faith. He later wrote, “In that

strange land [Ireland], the Lord opened my unbelieving eyes.” He was led by God’s voice to
return to Ireland where he converted people to Christianity tribe by tribe.

Because Ireland is called the Emerald Isle, those who celebrate St. Patrick’s Day will wear
something green. Some Christians will even color food or drink green. Many Christians will
also eat corned beef and cabbage and decorate tables with shamrocks. Shamrocks are
actually three-leaf (not four-leaf) clover plants. Legend has it that St. Patrick used the three
leaves to teach about the Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.



